UK: FROM EMPIRE TO DEMOCRACIES
(6 weeks: 1st September – 9th October)

PLAN

I. Lead-in

· THE BRITISH EMPIRE’S LEGACY

II. Obligatory material

•
Reading 1: UK: PASTS AND FUTURES
•
Reading 2: THE COMMONWEALTH: A MODERN ROLE FOR AN EMPERIAL RELIC
•
Reading 3: EMPIRE STRIKES BACK: WHY FORMER COLONIES DON’T NEED BRITAIN AFTER BREXIT
III. Writing

· Summary (class)

· Essay (home)

IV. Debate (see the Manual + UK Debate topics on the site)
V. Project Work: Brexit: Geopolitical Implications
VI. Term Presentation

UNIT I

UK:

FROM EMPIRE TO DEMOCRACIES

LEAD-IN

THE BRITISH EMPIRE’S LEGACY
(Based on Conclusion Chapter from Empire. How Britain Made the Modern World by Niall Ferguson
. Penguin books LTD, London, 2004)

TEXT A

Skim the text to find out what, according to Niall Ferguson, the British Empire contributed to the world.

The British Empire is long dead; only flotsam and jetsam
 now remain. What had been based on Britain’s commercial and financial supremacy in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and her industrial supremacy in the nineteenth was bound to crumble once the British economy buckled under the accumulated burdens of two world wars. The great creditor became a debtor. In the same way, the great movements of population that had once driven British imperial expansion changed their direction in the 1950s. Emigration from Britain gave way to immigration into Britain. As for the missionary impulse that had sent thousands of young men and women around the world preaching Christianity and the gospel of cleanliness, that too dwindled
, along with public attendance at church. Christianity today is stronger in many of her former colonies than in Britain itself. 

It cannot be denied, however, that the imperial legacy has shaped the modern world so profoundly that we almost take it for granted. Without the spread of British rule around the world, it is hard to believe that the structures of liberal capitalism would have been so successfully established in so many different economies around the world. Without the influence of British imperial rule, it is hard to believe that the institutions of parliamentary democracy would have been adopted by the majority of states in the world, as they are today. India, the world’s largest democracy, owes more than it is fashionable to acknowledge to British rule. Its elite schools, its universities, its civil service, its army, its press and its parliamentary system all still have discernibly
 British models. Finally, there is the English language itself, perhaps the most important single export of the last 300 years. Today 350 million people speak English as their first language and around 450 million have it as a second language. That is roughly one in every seven people on planet.

Of course no one would claim that the record of the British Empire was unblemished
. On the contrary, I have tried to show how often it failed to live up to its own ideal of individual liberty, particularly in the early era of enslavement, transportation and the ‘ethnic cleansing’ of indigenous
 peoples. Yet the nineteenth-century Empire undeniably pioneered free trade, free capital movements and, with the abolition of slavery, free labour. It invested immense sums in developing a global network of modern communications. It spread and enforced the rule of law over vast areas. Though it fought many small wars, the Empire maintained a global peace unmatched before or since. In the twentieth century too it more than justified its existence, for the alternatives to British rule represented by the German and Japanese empires were clearly far worse. And without its Empire, it is inconceivable that Britain could have withstood them.

TEXT B
Read the extract to find the facts and reasoning supporting the author’s claim about the British Empire promoting

· free capital flow

· free trade

· free labour movement
There would certainly not have been so much free trade between the 1840s and the 1930s had it not been for the British Empire. Relinquishing
 Britain’s colonies in the second half of the nineteenth century would have led to higher tariffs in their markets, and perhaps other forms of trade discrimination. The evidence for this need not be purely hypothetical; it manifested itself in the highly protectionist policies adopted by the United States and India after they secured independence, as well as in the tariffs adopted by Britain’s imperial rivals France, Germany and Russia in the 1870s and after. Britain’s military budget before the First World War can therefore be seen as a remarkably low insurance premium against international protectionism. According to one estimate, the economic benefit to the UK of enforcing free trade could have been as high as 6.5 per cent of gross national product. No one has yet ventured to estimate what the benefit to the world economy as a whole may have been; but that it was a benefit and not a cost seems beyond dispute, given the catastrophic consequences of the global descent into protectionism as Britain’s imperial power waned
 in the 1930s.

Nor would there have been so much international mobility of labour – and hence so much global convergence of incomes before 1914 – without the British Empire. True, the United States was always the most attractive destination for nineteenth century migrants from Europe; nor did all the migrants originate in the colonising countries. But it should not be forgotten that the core of the US had been under British rule for the better part of a century and a half before the War of Independence, and that the differences between independent and British North America remained minor.

It is also worth remembering that the significance of the white dominions as destinations for British emigrants grew markedly after 1914, as the US tightened restrictions on immigration and, after 1929, endured a far worse Depression than anything experienced in the sterling bloc. Finally, we should not lose sight of the vast number of Asians who left India and China to work as indentured
 labourers, many of them on British plantations and mines in the course of the nineteenth century. There is no question that the majority of them suffered great hardship; many indeed might well have been better off staying at home. But once again we cannot pretend that this mobilisation of cheap and probably underemployed Asian labour to grow rubber and dig gold had no economic value.

Consider too the role of the British Empire in facilitating capital export to the less developed world. Although some measures of international financial integration seem to suggest that the 1990s saw greater cross-border flows than the 1890s, in reality much of today’s overseas investment goes on within the developed world. In 1996 only 28 per cent of foreign direct investment went to developing countries, whereas in 1913 the proportion was 63 per cent. Another, stricter measure shows that in 1997 only around 5 per cent of the world stock capital was invested in countries with per capita incomes of 20 per cent or less of US per capita GDP. In 1913 the figure was 25 per cent. A plausible hypothesis is that empire – and particularly the British Empire – encouraged investors to put their money in developing economies. The reasoning here is straightforward. Investing in such economies is risky. They tend to be far away and more prone
 to economic, social and political crises. But the extension of empire into the less developed world had the effect of reducing such risks by imposing, directly or indirectly, some form of European rule. In practice, money invested in a de jure British colony such as India (or a colony in all but name, like Egypt) was a great deal more secure than money invested in a de facto ‘colony’ such as Argentina. 
Speak Up
Do you agree with the points Ferguson makes? What is your opinion on the issue?
Level 2
TEXT C   1111 11111111
Read the text in detail and decide whether the author makes a convincing case for the (British) Empire as a form of government.

For all these reasons (see text A), the notion that British imperialism tended to impoverish colonised countries seems inherently problematic. That is not to say that many former colonies are not exceedingly poor. Today, for example, per capita GDP in Britain is roughly twenty-eight times what it is in Zambia, which means that the average Zambian has to live on something less than two dollars a day. But to blame this on the legacy of colonialism is not very persuasive, when the differential between British and Zambian incomes was so much less at the end of the colonial period. In 1955 British per capita GDP was just seven times greater than Zambian. It has been since independence that the gap between the coloniser and the ex-colony has become a gulf. The same is true of nearly all former colonies in sub-Saharan Africa, with the notable exception of Botswana.

A country’s economic fortunes are determined by a combination of natural endowments (geography, broadly speaking) and human action (history, for short); this is economic history’s version of the nature-nurture debate
. While a persuasive case can be made for the importance of such ‘given’ factors as the mean temperature, humidity, the prevalence of disease, soil quality, proximity to the sea, latitude and mineral resources in determining economic performance, there seems strong evidence that history too plays a crucial part. In particular, there is good evidence that the imposition of British-style institutions has tended to enhance a country’s economic prospects, particularly in those settings where indigenous cultures were relatively weak because of thin (or thinned) population, allowing British institutions to dominate with little dilution. Where the British, like the Spaniards, conquered already sophisticated, urbanised societies, the effect of colonisation were commonly negative, as the colonisers were tempted to engage in plunder rather than to build their own institutions. Indeed, this is perhaps the best available explanation of the ‘great divergence’ which reduced India and China from being quite possibly the world’s most advanced economies in the sixteenth century to relative poverty by the early twentieth. It also explains why it was that Britain was able to overhaul her Iberian rivals: precisely because, as a latecomer to the imperial race, she had to settle for colonising the unpromising wastes of Virginia and New England, rather than the eminently lootable cities of Mexico and Peru.

But which British institutions promoted development? First, we should not underestimate the benefits conferred by British law and administration. A recent survey of forty-nine countries concluded that ‘common-law countries have the strongest, and French-civil-law countries the weakest, legal protection of investors’, including both shareholders and creditors. This is of enormous importance in encouraging capital formation, without which entrepreneurs can achieve little. The fact that eighteen of the sample countries have the common-law system is of course almost entirely due to their having been at one time or another under British rule.

A similar point can be made about the nature of British governance. At its apogee in the mid-nineteenth century, two features of the Indian and Colonial services are especially striking when compared with modern regimes in Asia and Africa. First, British administration was remarkably cheap and efficient. Secondly, it was remarkably non-venal. Its sins were generally sins of omission, not commission. This too cannot be wholly without significance, given the demonstrable correlations today between economic under-performance and both excessive government expenditure and public sector corruption.

The economic historian David Landes recently drew up a list of measures which ‘the ideal growth-and-development’ government would adopt. Such a government, he suggests, would

1. secure rights of private property, the better to encourage saving and investment;
2. secure rights of personal liberty … against both the abuses of tyranny and … crime and corruption;
3. enforce rights of contract;
4. provide stable government … governed by publicly known rules;
5. provide responsive government;
6. provide honest government … (with) no rents to favour and position;
7. provide moderate, efficient, ungreedy government … to hold taxes down (and) reduce the government’s claim on the social surplus.
The striking thing about this list is how many of its points correspond to what British Indian and Colonial officials in the nineteenth and twentieth century believed they were doing.  The sole, obvious exceptions are points 2 and 5. Yet the British argument for postponing (sometimes indefinitely) the transfer to democracy was that many of their colonies were not yet ready for it; indeed, the classic and not wholly disingenuous twentieth-century line from the Colonial Office was that Britain’s role was precisely to get them ready.

It is a point worth emphasising that to a significant extent British rule did have that benign
 effect. According to the work of political scientists like Seymour Martin Lipset, countries that were former British colonies had a significantly better chance of achieving enduring democratisation after independence than those ruled by other countries. Indeed, nearly every country with a population of at least a million that has emerged from the colonial era without succumbing to dictatorship is a former British colony. True, there have been many former colonies which have not managed to sustain free institutions: Bangladesh, Burma, Kenya, Pakistan, Tanzania and Zimbabwe spring to mind. But in a sample of fifty-three countries that were former British colonies, just under half (twenty six) were still democracies in 1993. This can be attributed to the way that British rule, particularly where it was ‘indirect’, encouraged the formation of collaborating entities; it may also be related to the role of Protestant missionaries, who clearly played a part in encouraging Western-style aspirations for political freedom in parts of Africa and the Caribbean.

In short, what the British Empire proved is that empire is a form of international government that can work – and not just for the benefit of the ruling power. It sought to globalise not just an economic but a legal and ultimately a political system too.

Speak Up

Look more closely at the countries/regions you may be studying and say whether the author’s claims are in fact true. Supply facts to support your point of view.

LISTENING 1
Richard Gott
 on the legacy of the British Empire (YouTube)

VOCABULARY
Slaughter – to kill (people or animals) in a cruel or violent way, typically in large numbers

Conscript (army) – enrolled compulsorily, drafted

Subject (peoples) – being under the power or sovereignty of a ruler, government

Proselytise – to convert (someone) from one religious faith to another

Sraitjacket – something that limits someone’s freedom to do something  
PRE-VIEWING
Before watching the video, suggest the Russian equivalents for the words above. What do you expect the speaker’s position on the legacy of the British Empire to be?
VIEWING

While watching the video put down the names of the former British colonies the speaker mentions. 

POST-VIEWING QUESTIONS

1. What, in Richard Gott’s opinion, should the British Empire be blamed for?

2. In what ways was the British Empire violent?

3. What facts and statistics does Gott support his arguments with? 
Speak Up
DISCUSSION

Compare Richard Gott’s and Niall Ferguson’s views on the legacy of the British Empire. Is either of them unbiased? Which of the historians, in your opinion, makes a more compelling case?

READING 1
PRE-READING QUESTIONS
1. What is the full official name of the country that is often called Great Britain?

2. Do you happen to know when and how this name came into use?

3. What, in your opinion, keeps the UK together? When was the last time the union was endangered?
Scan the text to find out what events contributed to the formation of Great Britain and, subsequently, the UK.

UK: Pasts and Futures
In terms of its borders and organization, the UK, as it exists now, is substantially the result of luck, accident and, above all, multiple wars. Each of the acts of union linking England first with Wales, then with Scotland, and finally with Ireland, occurred in wartime or amidst anticipation of war. 

Anglo-Norman attempts to conquer Wales began in the eleventh century. But it was fear for the security of Henry VIII’s Reformation and of potential foreign interventions against it that helped to drive through the so-called acts of union between England and Wales in 1536 and 1543. During the seventeenth century, there were repeated attempts, on both sides of the border, to forge a closer union between Scotland, and England and Wales. None of these initiatives succeeded, and it required a massive war with Louis XIV of France, and fears for the security of the Protestant succession, to make Westminster embrace a parliamentary union with the Scots in 1707. True to form, it was a still more extensive war with France, and the prospect of invasion by Napoleon’s armies, that gave rise to the deeply flawed Act of Union with Ireland in 1800–1801. The world wars of the last century were no less critical in shaping the United Kingdom, and in different ways. At one level, Irish revolutionaries were able to take advantage of the distractions of the First World War to stage a rising in Dublin in 1916, and proclaim an Irish republic. So began the struggles that split the island of Ireland, leading to the creation of an Irish Free State, as it was then called, and to a distinct unit of six northern Irish counties opting to remain British, part of a now reduced United Kingdom. 

But, at many other levels, the two world wars increased the cohesion of the United Kingdom. In both cases, an unprecedented level and scale of conflict aided (some would say over-aided) the organising power and reach of London. In both cases, a majority of men and women in the UK experienced a sense of common purpose and common interests in the face of hostile, external enemies. And, in both cases, mass warfare resulted in victory, and in wider conceptions of citizenship. In February 1918, some eight months before the end of the First World War, the vote was extended to almost all men in the UK, and – for the first time – to some women. As for the Second World War, it gave rise to the Beveridge Report, the foundation document for the introduction post-war of the National Health Service, a huge benefit for the mass of British people in the wake of what was widely seen as a people’s war. 

It is not wars, but rather periods of protracted peace that have repeatedly presented the most profound threats to union in the UK. 

After the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, for instance, no major European war threatened the United Kingdom’s existence for almost a hundred years. And it is striking that from the 1860s – after about forty years of substantial peace – demands began to grow for a looser Union, and for home rule in Ireland, Wales, Scotland, and even in England. Agitation for separate parliaments for each of the four countries of the UK, and for other constitutional changes, continued until 1914. The outbreak of the First World War led to most of these demands being shelved, and the period of peace between the end of this conflict and the Second World War was too short and too uneasy for them seriously to revive. Even so, this brief inter-war period witnessed not only the creation of the Irish Free State, but also the foundation in 1925 of Plaid Cymru, the Welsh National Party, and the emergence in 1934 of the SNP, the Scottish National Party. 

Calls for a ‘break-up of Britain’ surfaced once more in the 1970s, yet again after a marked period of peace. Initially, and understandably, the glow of emerging on the winning side in the Second World War nourished widespread national pride. The existing British order had been sorely
 tested and seemingly triumphantly vindicated. Unlike many other European states, the UK had not been defeated or invaded. It did not see its Jewish population slaughtered, or some of its own citizens turn collaborators. Apparently, it had won. On paper, the British Empire reached its greatest size ever in 1945, when colonies lost to the Japanese were regained, and additional territorial booty
 was confiscated from the defeated powers. 

But, as we all know, this last imperial hurrah was a gross illusion. The financial, industrial and strategic costs of British participation in the Second World War had been enormous and definitive. Moreover, the deceptive appearance of total victory in 1945 arguably caused Britain’s leaders to miss out on a considerable opportunity. Had they been less distracted by the mirage of Britain’s continuing existence as a great global power, and intervened more wholeheartedly in the reconstruction of a post-war European community, the British political class might conceivably
 have crafted it into something closer to their interests and tastes. Instead, what developed into the European Union has proved one of the biggest sources of disunion in post-war British political life, and a cause too of disagreement between the different parts of the United Kingdom.

Given its relative decline since 1945, its pre-existing divisions, the end of empire, and incessant disputes over ‘Europe’, some have argued that the explosion of the United Kingdom into various fragments is a foregone conclusion. And perhaps disintegration will indeed occur. […] Meanwhile, I take a rather different approach. 

As a historian, I do not believe that major developments and events in the future can be preordained
, or are somehow inevitable. The past matters. But, in regard to countries and peoples, the past contains the seeds of many possible futures. As far as the United Kingdom is concerned, fragmentation on the one hand and the maintenance of the status quo on the other are not the only outcomes that may be available in prospect. 

As I said at the beginning of this book, every state in the world contains fault-lines
, bitter divisions of some kind. As globalisation and migration increase – way of managing fault-lines and diversity in states is by improving and revising the quality of governance. So how might this be attempted in the United Kingdom? Let me end by offering three suggestions, the purely private observations of a semi-detached if attentive observer. 

First, and as is now widely accepted, the devolution measures of the 1990s were insufficiently thought out. Not only will demands for greater autonomy go on increasing in Wales, Northern Ireland and (obviously) in Scotland, but England also needs its own discrete level of government. The lack of such an organisation – as compared with the Scottish Parliament, the Welsh Assembly, and the Northern Ireland Assembly – fuels resentment, and makes Westminster appear by default an English parliament. By contrast, creating a new, explicitly English parliament, located somewhere in northern England, say, could both provide a useful and popular forum, and help lessen the North–South divide. 

Second, if England does join Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales in gaining its own parliament or assembly, then the United Kingdom will need to work out a more openly federal system. The Westminster Parliament could remain as an arena for determining major cross-border issues such as foreign policy, defence, macro-economic strategy, climate control etc., but a great deal of power, decision making and taxation would have to be devolved to the four national parliaments and to local and regional authorities. 

There are plenty of historical precedents for such ideas. Indeed, further devolving power away from Westminster and allowing regions and localities more initiative and control would be a return to Victorian governing practice. Between 1870 and 1914, local half of all the money they spent through local taxation. By the start of the twenty-first century, however, London was often providing over 80 per cent of local government funds, and in the process dictating how this money was used. It is worth considering how much of the current disquiet and disaffection in different parts of the United Kingdom is caused by the over-mighty reach of London, which needed to centralise power in order to fight two world wars, and has not been all that willing since to surrender power back. 

Third and lastly, a more federal United Kingdom is likely to need a written constitution, and there may turn out to be limited choice in this regard. […] A written constitution is not a magic bullet. All depends on its content and implementation and on its regular revision. But, if the Union is to continue, creating one could prove invaluable, for different reasons and across the political spectrum. […] And as well as serving to entrench and communicate сitizen rights and the workings of a devolved political system, a new constitution might supply some fresh constitutive stories for a new kind of Union.
/ From Acts of Union and Disunion by Linda Colley/
Linda Colley is a British historian of Britain, empire and nationalism. She is currently Professor of History at Princeton University in the United States.
Notes

1. King Henry VIII (1491-1547) ruled England for 36 years, presiding over sweeping changes that brought his nation into the Protestant Reformation. His desire to annul his first marriage without papal approval led to the creation of a separate Church of England (the Act of Supremacy, 1534).
2. In the 16th century, Henry VIII, himself of Welsh extraction as a great grandson of Owen Tudor, passed the Laws in Wales Acts aiming to fully incorporate Wales into the Kingdom of England. Under England's authority, Wales became part of the Kingdom of Great Britain in 1707 and then the United Kingdom in 1801. 
3. The Acts of Union of 1707 were two Acts of Parliament: the Union with Scotland Act 1706 passed by the Parliament of England, and the Union with England Act passed in 1707 by the Parliament of Scotland. By the two Acts, the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of Scotland—which at the time were separate states with separate legislatures, but with the same monarch—were, in the words of the Treaty, "United into One Kingdom by the Name of Great Britain".
4. Act of Union, (Jan. 1, 1801), legislative agreement uniting Great Britain (England and Scotland) and Ireland under the name of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
5. Easter Rising, also called Easter Rebellion, Irish republican insurrection against British government in Ireland, which began on Easter Monday, April 24, 1916, in Dublin. The Easter Rising signaled the start of the republican revolution in Ireland. 

6. The Irish Free State came into existence on December 6, 1922. The Anglo-Irish Treaty (Article 12) also stated that Northern Ireland could opt out of the Irish Free State and provided for a commission to establish a permanent frontier. 
7. The Beveridge Report was presented by its author, Sir William Beveridge, to the British parliament in November 1942. It provided a summary of principles necessary to do away with poverty and 'want' in Britain.

8. In England, the term North–South divide refers to the economic and cultural differences between prosperous Southern England (the South-East, Greater London, the South-West and parts of the East) and much poorer Northern England (the North-East, North-West and Yorkshire and the Humber). 
COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENTS
A. Find the words and phrases (1-15) in the text and scrutinize the contexts they appear in. Match the words/phrases with their Russian equivalents (a-o).
	1. to drive through (para 2)

2. succession (para 2)                                                               

3. true to form (para 2)                                                                      

4. deeply flawed (para 2)                                                                   

5. the reach of (para 3, 13)                                                                  

6. in the wake of (para 3)                                                                   

7. to shelve (para 5)                                                                   

8. to surface (para 6)

9. definitive (para 7)
10. arguably (para 7)
11. wholeheartedly (para 7)
12. a foregone conclusion (para 8)

13. by default (para 11)

14. to communicate (para 14)

15. the workings (para 14)                                                                              

a) 
	b) вероятно, возможно
c) автоматически, по умолчанию
d) вслед за, вскоре после
e) функционирование, механизм
f) с большими изъянами
g) проводить, осуществлять
h) объяснять
i) преемственность, право наследования
j) появляться, обнаруживаться
k) как и следовало ожидать
l) сфера влияния, пределы досягаемости
m) откладывать, класть под сукно
n) окончательный, безусловный
o) искренне, безоговорочно
p) предрешённое дело, неизбежный результат 



B. Answer the questions on the text.

1. According to Linda Colley, what does the UK owe its unity to?
2. What circumstances were instrumental in England signing the acts of union with Wales, Scotland, and Ireland?

3. How did the Republic of Ireland come into being?

4. Why did the two world wars serve as a unifying factor?
5. In what way did the world wars promote the concept of citizenship?
6. What facts does the author present to support her claim that it was during long periods of peace that the union was under threat?
7. In what way did the outcome of the Second World War determine the geopolitical future of the UK?
8. What is the assumption about an inevitable break-up of the UK based on?
9. What, in Linda Colley’s opinion, can prevent the break-up of the UK?
10. Why does England need its own parliament, according to the historian? 
11. In what way should federalism in the UK be developed? How can it contribute to a closer union?
12. What else does Colley suggest to improve the quality of governance in the UK?

C. Summarise the text.

1. Identify the subject matter (‘The text discusses/deals with/is concerned with …’) and the message (‘The text claims/argues/posits that …’) of the essay.
2. Formulate in one sentence each of the points the author makes to support her claim and join them following the logic of the original essay. This will form the backbone of your summary.
3. Finally, develop each point leaving out excessive details.

Speak Up
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Do you find Linda Colley’s analysis of the UK’s past and present logical and convincing?
2. Do you think the threat of UK’s fragmentation is real? Explain your position.

3. Are the reforms of governance suggested in the essay likely to be implemented?

Follow-Up
Conduct mini-research and make a three-minute statement on
a) the likelihood of the disintegration of the UK;
b) the North-South divide in England;
c) the need for an English parliament;
d) any aspect of British democracy.
Make sure your statement contains a claim and relevant arguments supported by examples. Use Active Vocabulary.
VOCABULARY PRACTICE 1
Ex. 1. Fill in the gaps with suitable forms of the words or phrases from point A of Comprehension Assignments.  
1. When Black was convicted he had already left the country and lived beyond … the US government in Mexico.
2. The government decided … the reform programme due to public opposition.

3. There is a … plan in place in case anything happens to the nation’s president.  

4. The document … the choices made and the direction in which the municipality is headed.

5. When Edward VIII stepped down in order to marry divorced American Wallis Simpson, his brother Albert became king …, adopting the name George VI. 
6. In 2017, the House of Lords passed an amendment to the Higher Education and Research Bill that would remove international students from net migration figures. …, the government quietly removed this amendment in a pre-election 'wash up' when the bill was sent back to the House of Commons.

7. Today, there are 44 sovereign states in the world with a monarch as the Head of State: of these, the British Monarchy is … the most universally recognisable and prominent.
8. The Government's determination … the Bill outlawing foxhunting was viewed as an attack on the way of life of many thousands Britons.

9. The police investigation into the murders was …, lacked objectivity and let down the families of both victims.
10. The President said he … embraced the need for further talks on the refugee crisis.
11. Not only will the candidate’s inexperience be an issue, but unflattering accusations are sure ….

12. … those sad events, we have appreciated the way in which the Council was able to deal with the delicate questions raised by terrorism.
13. An armistice and preliminaries of peace were signed on the 31st of January, 1878 at Adrianople, and a … treaty was concluded at San Stefano on the 3rd of March, 1878.

14. Although the votes are still being counted the results are a ….
15. Increasing the size of the Security Council to about 25 would make it more representative of the UN membership, but may slow down … of the Security Council and reduce its effectiveness.

Ex. 2. a) find words in the text to match the definitions below; reproduce the contexts they are used in;

b) give their synonyms;
c) make lists of words with the same roots;
c) suggest Russian equivalents for the words from the text and their derivatives.
1. unusually large, powerful, or damaging (para 2) 
2. a situation in which people or things combine well together to form a unit (para 3)
3. to support or encourage the development of an idea, feeling, ability (para 6)
4. to show or prove to be right, reasonable, or justified (para 6)
5. to construct, develop something (para 7) 
6. never stopping, especially in an annoying or unpleasant way (para 8) 
7. the transfer of power from a central authority or government to a lower level (para 11)
8. having an independent existence or form apart from other similar things (para 11)
9. an angry unhappy feeling caused by unfair treatment (para 11)
10. in a clear way, leaving no room for confusion or doubt (para 11) 
11. to give up something or control over something (para 13) 
12. to establish something (an attitude, belief, etc.) so firmly that it cannot be changed (para 14) 
Ex. 3. Continue the strings of collocations; translate the collocations into Russian. Make up a sentence with one collocation from each string.

1. massive war, _______________, ________________, ___________________
2. to vindicate a claim, ___________________, ___________________, _________________
3. social, __________________, ___________________, __________________ cohesion
4. to state, __________________, _________________, ___________________ explicitly
5. incessant disputes, __________________, ____________________, _________________
6. to craft a policy, ___________________, ____________________, __________________
7. discrete entity, ___________________, ___________________, ___________________
8. harbor, _______________, ___________________, __________________ resentment
9. entrenched views, __________________, _________________, ____________________
10. to devolve power, __________________, __________________, ___________________
11. to surrender territory, _________________, _________________, __________________
12. to nourish pride, ____________________, ____________________, ________________
Ex. 4. Replace the words in bold with the words from Ex. 2 or their derivatives.
1. The Ambassador openly criticised the US for violating the Security Council procedures in its foreign policy.

2. The government elaborated a new, national plan for a provincial health insurance program for the poor. 
3. Asia is a region of persistent territorial disputes and border collisions. 
4. In 2008, Sinn Féin (a leftist Irish republican political party) demanded the delegation of policing powers from Westminster to Northern Ireland. 
5. The Commission voiced its intention to adapt its current budget proposal to reflect the size of the challenges ahead by setting priorities to ensure unity within the EU through solidarity, fairness and responsibility.
6. These policies do not bring lasting peace or stability, only indignation and misunderstand-ding.

7. The Spanish army eventually ran out of money and had to give up their territory to the Dutch, effectively “losing the war.” 
8. Racist views are deeply embedded in the values of many societies, in their ideology and their religious, political and cultural assumptions.

9. The critics also like to nurture the illusion that they are guiding public taste, leading it to undreamed-of modernist heights.
10. Migrant workers won an important victory in federal court that defended their right to fight for safe working conditions and fair pay. 
11. Scotland is a separate entity, a historical nation, which has maintained its identity over many years.
12. In May 1857, the East India Company faced a large-scale rebellion that threatened the company's very presence in India. 
Ex. 5. Fill in the gaps with the words from Ex. 2 or their derivatives.
1. Sexism is ___________ in almost all professional spheres. This is not exclusive to the military.
2. They _____________ foreign interference in the internal affairs of their country.
3. In London, the policy of eliminating on-street parking was enacted with the ____________ support of the voters.

4. The members of the small police department are a _____________ team because they share the same values.
5. Of the six kings who reigned in Hungary during that period three died violent deaths, and the other three were fighting ______________ against foreign and domestic foes.
6. The onset of World War II caused a ____________ upheaval in people's lives as military mobilization engaged millions of men.
7. What was once a series of ____________ towns interspersed with countryside is now one vast megalopolis.
8. Nowadays victory in a sports event is seen as ______________ of a political system, economic status, literary heritage, etc.

9. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement _____________ a policy banning international students from taking classes fully online this upcoming school year while living in the United States. 
10. Euro-sceptics claim that nations have _______________ their powers to an unaccountable bureaucracy which imposes uniformity.
11. Sub-Saharan Africa has witnessed a wave of decentralization schemes as states are encouraged to ______________ authority to the local level as a means to enhance accountability and state legitimacy.
12. By investing in education, we _______________ the talents of children and lay the basis for future success.
READING 2

PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1. What kind of political entity, to your knowledge, is the Commonwealth?

2. In your opinion, does it play any significant role nowadays?

Skim the text to find out in dealing with what global issues, according to the author, the Commonwealth can still be instrumental.
The Commonwealth: A Modern Role for an Imperial Relic

http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/commonwealth-modern-role-imperial-relic/
11 Apr 2018
By Professor Derek McDougall

Since the establishment of the Commonwealth of Nations in its current form in 1965, the Commonwealth has been predominantly an organisation of developing countries, albeit with the participation of the United Kingdom and the three ‘old Dominions’ of Canada, Australia and New Zealand. While 31 of the current 53 members are classed as small states, there are also significant emerging powers such as India, Nigeria and South Africa.

There are cultural, political, institutional and economic links deriving from the imperial past and these links can be relevant in various ways today. However, it would be shortsighted to judge the contemporary international significance of the Commonwealth as a kind of imperial relic. While the Commonwealth plays a relatively minor role in contemporary international relations, it does have some significance as a mini version of global multilateralism.

An important aspect of contemporary international relations is the way in which many issues are dealt with through a process of coalition building, bringing together like-minded countries to advance agreed policy goals. As a forum for trying out particular approaches, the Commonwealth has some advantages with its North-South dimension and the way it brings together a range of countries from small states to middle powers to major powers.

This situation can be seen in relation to various global issues covering geopolitics, the global economy, climate change and human rights. In addition, the Commonwealth contributes through its support and advocacy role for small states and the role it plays in certain regional contexts. Apart from its intergovernmental role, there is also the role the Commonwealth plays as a framework for civil society interaction.

Global issues

In relation to global geopolitics, certain Commonwealth countries play a significant role, but generally those countries do not look to the Commonwealth as the best realm to achieve their goals. The UK is the only Commonwealth country with permanent membership of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). India has moved to the status of a major power, not just in Asia but globally. Nigeria and South Africa are arguably the most important African countries. The Commonwealth context might sometimes assist these countries in advancing their positions but more often it is a relatively minor dimension. However, the Commonwealth connection can on occasions facilitate entrée
 that is helpful for dealing with issues that might arise for some Commonwealth members. For example, Australia found the relationship with the UK helpful in dealing with the East Timor crisis in 1999, particularly in the context of the UNSC.

The Commonwealth can function as a mini form of global multilateralism in canvassing proposals relating to issues of global trade, finance and development. This can give some sense of the extent to which North-South consensus is possible on key issues. Given the bias towards developing countries in the Commonwealth, a particular focus has been on advancing sustainable development. Support from the Commonwealth helped build the political momentum for the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals by the UN General Assembly in September 2015.

Similarly, in relation to climate change the Commonwealth played a useful role in the multilateral diplomacy that resulted in the 2015 Paris Agreement. Ahead of the Paris meeting, the Malta CHOGM agreed to a Commonwealth Leaders Statement on Climate Action in support of a substantive result in Paris. In this regard, it is worth noting the role of the small island states in the Commonwealth.

Human rights

Perhaps the most significant of the global issues to which the Commonwealth contributes is human rights. This point provided the one explicit reference to the Commonwealth in the Australian Foreign Policy White Paper of 2017: Australia supports “democratic principles, the rule of law, human rights and gender equality through the Commonwealth”. There has been a series of Commonwealth declarations and statements in this area, most recently with the Commonwealth Charter of 2013. Commonwealth members are committed to upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, covering also “the inalienable right of individuals to participate in democratic processes”.

Enforcement of the Commonwealth’s position has been through the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG). Nigeria, Pakistan and Fiji have all been suspended from the Commonwealth in the past. Zimbabwe withdrew after being suspended. The most recent withdrawals have been the Gambia (2013-18) and the Maldives (withdrew 2016).

Small states

Given the number of small states in the Commonwealth, it is understandable that the Commonwealth runs special programs to assist the development needs of these states. More specifically, the Commonwealth has assisted small states to have diplomatic representation at the United Nations in New York and in the multilateral context in Geneva.

Politically, the number of small states in the Commonwealth means that small state concerns receive more attention than in most other multilateral settings. Relatively speaking, small state membership is greater in the Commonwealth than in the United Nations.

Regional contexts

Apart from the various global dimensions relating to the Commonwealth, the organisation can also play a role in some regional situations. This is particularly the case if there is a concentration of Commonwealth members in the region in question. The most significant regions in this respect are southern Africa, South Asia, the anglophone Caribbean, and the Pacific island countries. East Africa, West Africa and Southeast Asia (Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei) also have a strong Commonwealth dimension. In some of these situations the Commonwealth has played some role in upholding—or attempting to uphold—democratic norms (Zimbabwe in Southern Africa; Pakistan, the Maldives and Sri Lanka in South Asia; Fiji in the Pacific islands; Nigeria in West Africa).

The Commonwealth can also play a role in fostering cross-regional relationships. What role would Australia have in the Caribbean without the Commonwealth link? Cricket? Australia would have various reasons for being involved in Africa without the Commonwealth connection, but that connection has fostered a higher level of engagement than would otherwise be the case. A recent useful example from the Australian perspective was the support from African countries (extending beyond Commonwealth members) in the successful campaign for membership of the UNSC, 2013-14.

Civil society

In addition to intergovernmental relations one should also consider the role of the Commonwealth as a framework for fostering civil society interaction. The Commonwealth Games Federation is the obvious current example, but there are many others such as the Association of Commonwealth Universities and the Commonwealth Business Council. Insofar as there is a strong civil society focused on the Commonwealth, this will in turn foster political support for intergovernmental Commonwealth relations. This appears to be most clearly the case with the United Kingdom, where many of these organisations have their headquarters.

While there are many ways in which the Commonwealth plays a role in contemporary international relations, one should not expect a strengthening of the organisation in the context of Brexit. Britain’s Commonwealth trade will not make up for the loss of trade with the European Union. Loss of influence in Europe because of Brexit might well diminish Britain’s political relationship with many Commonwealth members which might have seen advantages for themselves in a strong British voice within the European Union.
Important as history is, the Commonwealth should be viewed as part of contemporary international relations rather than in the context of imperial nostalgia.

1192 words
Derek McDougall is a professorial fellow in the School of Social and Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne.
Notes 
1. The North-South divide describes the difference in wealth between the rich countries of the world in the North and the poor countries in the South.  Generally, definitions of the Global North include the United States, Canada, almost all the European countries, Israel, Cyprus, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Australia, and New Zealand. The Global South is made up of Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, Pacific Islands, and the developing countries in Asia, including the Middle East.
2. The 1999 East Timor crisis began with attacks of general violence throughout the country, centered in the capital Dili. The violence erupted after a majority of eligible East Timorese voters chose independence from Indonesia. Some 1,400 civilians are believed to have died. A UN-authorized force (INTERFET) consisting mainly of Australian Defence Force personnel was deployed to East Timor to establish and maintain peace.

3. “We are committed to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant human rights covenants and international instruments. We are committed to equality and respect for the protection and promotion of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development, for all without discrimination on any grounds as the foundations of peaceful, just and stable societies. 
We note that these rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and cannot be implemented selectively. We are implacably opposed to all forms of discrimination, whether rooted in gender, race, colour, creed, political belief or other grounds.” /The Commonwealth Charter of 2013/

4. Suspension from the Commonwealth of Nations is the most serious punishment that can be administered to members of the Commonwealth. In the absence of any mechanism by which to expel countries that breach its rules, the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG) may choose to suspend members from the 'Councils of the Commonwealth', which amounts to the suspension of their formal membership of the organisation, although their participation in activities of the Commonwealth Family of organisations is not necessarily affected.
Four countries have been suspended from the Commonwealth since the inception of the device in 1995 for violating human rights: Fiji, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Zimbabwe. Fiji and Pakistan have each been suspended twice, and Zimbabwe has withdrawn permanently from the Commonwealth.
COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENTS
A. Find the words and phrases (1-12) in the text and scrutinise the contexts they appear in. Match the words/phrases with their Russian equivalents (a-l).
	1. shortsighted (para 2)
2. relic (para 2)

3. like-minded (para 3)

4. framework (para 4, 14)

5. to look to (para 5)

6. realm (para 5)

7. given (para 6)

8. build momentum for (para 6)

9. in question (para 12)

10. be the case (para 12, 13, 14)

11. in turn (para 14)

12. insofar as (para 14)

a) 
	b) пережиток
c) поскольку; в случае, если
d) единомышленник, с общими интересами

e) в свою очередь

f) рассматриваемый, указанный

g) придать импульс, создать благоприятные условия для

h) дело обстоит именно так
i) полагаться на, обращаться к
j) основа

k) недальновидный
l) учитывая, принимая во внимание

m) область, сфера


B. Answer the questions on the text.
1. In what sense is the Commonwealth ‘a mini version of global multilateralism?

2. What are its advantages as a forum for discussing new approaches to tackling global issues?
3. Is the Commonwealth an important political actor? Does it have a say on the international arena?
4. In what way can the membership in the Commonwealth help the countries deal with arising problems?

5. How does the composition of the Commonwealth affect its agenda as a forum?

6. What is the role of the Commonwealth in promoting human rights?

7. In what way do small states benefit from the membership in the Commonwealth?
8. What is the role of the Commonwealth in regional and cross-regional contexts?

9. How does the Commonwealth contribute to fostering relations between the civil societies of the member states?

10. Is Brexit likely to make the Commonwealth more cohesive?
C. Identify the subject matter and the message of the article. Give a summary of the main points.
Speak Up

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Does the article, in your opinion, convincingly prove that it is too early to write off the Commonwealth as an imperial relic?

2. Based on the text, what do you think is its primary role?
Follow-Up

Conduct mini-research and make a three-minute statement on the role of the Commonwealth in
a) regional economic and social development;
b) dealing with regional political crises;
c) upholding human rights;

d) tackling global issues, etc.
Make sure your statement contains a claim and relevant arguments supported by examples. Use Active Vocabulary.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 2
Ex. 6. Fill in the gaps with suitable forms of the words or phrases from point A of Comprehension Assignments.  
1. The scientist believes that NASA's decision to cut back exploration of the Moon after the Apollo program was a … decision, despite its expense and declining popularity among the American public.
2. A strong Japanese participation in the project could have mitigated Asia-Pacific polarization and contributed to … for regional integration.
3. My vote can be decided by base emotion or prejudice rather than sound judgment or rationality, as appears … with Brexit. 
4. It is often argued that the veto power at the Security Council is a … of the past and has outlived its usefulness.
5. Australia is a strong supporter of multilateral institutions and processes, but only … they are a means to an effective end.
6. We will continue to work on this issue with all … countries in the General Assembly and in the Conference on Disarmament.
7. This strategy has been reviewed by a number of official bodies and serves as a … for cooperation, inter-agency coordination and planning.
8. Gender equality in the political …, i.e. women’s inclusion in political decision-making structures and processes along with men has a number of powerful effects.
9. Some members of the Commission observed that, … the current state of affairs in peacekeeping, it would be reasonable to recruit international civil servants for a career in peacekeeping missions.

10. Irrespective of who sits in the Oval Office, Europeans tend to … the United States in a crisis because of its unique and longstanding ability to bring the world together. 
11. How can the shocking news that 104,150 people are to lose their jobs be received with widespread approval? Because the people … are the latest scapegoats for Britain's ills – civil servants.
12. Scientists know that carbon dioxide is warming the atmosphere, which … is causing sea level to rise, and that the CO 2 absorbed by the oceans is acidifying the water.
Ex. 7. a) find words in the text to match the definitions below; reproduce the contexts they are used in;

b) give their synonyms;
c) make lists of words with the same roots;
c) suggest Russian equivalents for the words from the text and their derivatives.
1. to develop or come from something else (para 2) 
2. to help something progress and become developed and successful (para 3) 
3. strong public support for an idea, plan, or way of doing something formal (para 4)
4. to discuss an idea in order to discuss whether to accept it or not (para 6) 
5. important or serious, or referring to the most important or serious issues formal (para 7) 
6. to temporarily stop someone from working or from being a member, often because they have done something wrong (para 9)
7. to show that you support something such as an idea by what you say or do formal (para 12) 
8. to promote the growth or development of (para 13) 
Ex. 8. Continue the strings of collocations; translate the collocations into Russian. Make up a sentence with one collocation from each string.

1. substantive result, _________________, ________________, ________________

2. to canvass proposals, _________________, __________________, __________________
3. to advocate revolution, _________________, _________________, __________________

4. to foster relations, __________________, ___________________, _______________

5. to suspend temporarily, ________________, _________________, _________________
6. to uphold (democratic) norms, _______________, ______________, _______________

7. to derive from the past, _________________, _________________, ________________

8. to advance interests, _________________, __________________, ________________
Ex. 9. Replace the words in bold with the words from Ex.7 or their derivatives. More than one word can be suitable for some gaps.
1. In April 2012, Guinea-Bissau was temporarily removed from the AU after its military seized power in a coup.

2. Developing countries have pledged to support the rule of law, fight corruption and build up their institutions.
3. During his reign, Emperor Akihito always supported and promoted the bilateral ties between Vietnam and Japan.
4. What developing island states have in common is the disadvantages which arise from small size and relative geographic remoteness.
5. The South Asian women's movement also generated a momentum for the championship of women's empowerment.
6. The Opposition has had the bill for only a short time and has not had the opportunity, therefore, to discuss the submitted proposals.
7. At next week’s meeting, the city council will vote on a major issue affecting the entire town.
8. “China is willing to work with Jamaica to facilitate the relations between China and Caribbean countries, jointly endorse multilateralism and the multilateral trade system,” said the Chinese President.

9. As a nation that has always been a strong supporter of peace, Nepal believes that all countries must join hands in combating and eliminating terrorism from the world.
10. Expulsion from the Commonwealth of Nations is the most serious punishment that can be administered to members of the Commonwealth.

Ex. 10. Fill in the gaps with the words from Ex. 7 or their derivatives. Add prepositions if necessary.

1. A new initiative ____________ cooperation between Turkish lawmakers and members of the European Parliament was launched on Wednesday.
2. Japan strongly hopes that the Conference will agree on a programme of work as soon as possible and begin _____________ discussion.
3. The States Members of the United Nations are bound by the Declaration of Human Rights to ______________ the rights to participation, dignity, and equality.

4. The Committee of inquiry established by the government _____________ the arguments surrounding Australian immigration policy and practice.

5. Within the EU countries a large political majority is still in favor of the Union. These ______________ want less Brussels and more sovereignty.

6. In times of crisis, each country chooses for itself and, everywhere there is an _____________ of national interests and protectionist measures to protect its own business and its citizens from abroad.
7. A Conservative former minister was _____________ from Parliament for seven days after an investigation found he had threatened a company chairman over a financial dispute with his father.
8. Many Americans are indifferent to art.  This attitude arguably _____________ general lack of culture: it takes centuries to acquire the kind of culture Europe, India, China, and Japan can boast of.

9. This international organisation ______________ freedom of expression, free market economic policies and the political values of an open society.
10. Two officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, told The Associated Press the new draft agreement does not differ ______________ from the final agreement signed between the IAEA and Iran July 14.
READING 3
PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1. What do you know about the current relations between the UK and its former colonies?

2. How is Brexit likely to affect the UK’s ties with the other Commonwealth nations?

Scan the article to find out how, in the author’s opinion, the Commonwealth can compensate for the violence committed by the British Empire.
Empire strikes back: why former colonies don't need Britain after Brexit

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/mar/10/empire-strikes-back-why-former-colonies-dont-need-britain-after-brexit
By Salil Tripathi
9 March 2018|| The Guardian

The countdown to leave the European Union began in the British summer of 2016, but nobody in the country seemed to know in which direction they were headed. Those who voted to leave don’t know what kind of future they would like; those who voted to stay don’t know what they can do to stop the process they are certain will create only misery. British politicians from the two major parties – Conservative and Labour – aren’t helping. […]
A decisive vote would have made the politicians’ job easier. But just over half (52%) voted to leave, and nearly half voted to stay. Britain sees itself as a trading country – the EU began as the Common Market with free movement of goods, capital and people across national borders. Leaving would be easy, some politicians said; there would be new trade deals with the United States and China, as well as with the Commonwealth. Ministers spoke eloquently about re-establishing old ties with the Commonwealth countries.  

This showed the triumph of naive hope over experience, based on the misguided  assumption that the Commonwealth countries were eager to forge new ties with Britain
, instead of strengthening ties with the EU, the world’s second-largest economy.

Like a divorcee on the rebound, Britain is now desperately seeking to woo its old flame, the Commonwealth, even as its 51 other member states are not exactly sure what Britain wants, and whether Britain is what they need. They have all gone their separate ways. Canada, for example, is keen to protect the North American free trade agreement, which US President Donald Trump wants to revise, if not tear up. Australia and New Zealand have long seen their future in the dynamic Asia-Pacific region. India is growing, but wishes to be seen as a major power at the head table, and would not wish to jeopardise its ongoing negotiations for a trade agreement with the EU for a pact with the UK. British politicians are going to find it hard navigating fresh agreements with dozens of countries and rewriting many laws.

Resurrecting relationships with the former colonies is not going to be easy. Many in Britain feel nostalgic looking back to empire; those in the former colonies don’t always carry such happy memories. Some countries, such as Singapore, have surpassed Britain in per capita income and growth, and they see little need to indulge the UK. For many others, the core premise of the Commonwealth brings back memories that are not necessarily warm. […]
As time passes, the act of remembering becomes more difficult, as fewer people remain who have witnessed that era. And without such remembering, any future relationship across the Commonwealth, between the former rulers and their former subjects, will be fatally flawed.

One way to look at the British referendum to leave the EU is to see it as a leap backwards into a past that existed more in imagination than in reality. The yearning for the Commonwealth – expressed in the speeches of Boris Johnson, the then foreign secretary, and Liam Fox, the international trade secretary – sounds peculiar. It is nostalgia in its most basic sense: evocation
 of the past without the pain suffered or inflicted. Johnson and Fox have spoken confidently of deepening trade relationships with the Commonwealth based on shared ties, assuming that those ties can seamlessly replace those with the EU.

The era when Britain enjoyed favourable terms of trade with the colonies was very different, and it relied on the unequal power relationship inherent in the colonial set-up. There were rules, but Britain set them. It was the time when Britannia ruled the waves – and waived the rules when it wanted. The East India Company is mistakenly called a free-trade pioneer; it was more like a buccaneer that established control backed by the strongest naval power of the time, and conscripted soldiers drawn from the colonies.

Many Britons believe the empire was a good thing. A 2014 YouGov poll of 1,741 people across Britain showed 59% felt the empire was something to be proud of and only 19% thought it was something to be ashamed of. Almost half the respondents felt the colonies were better off for being colonised; only 15% felt they were worse off. Not surprisingly, the Harvard academic Niall Ferguson tweeted those results, saying “I won” because he believes the empire was, on balance, a good thing for its subjects. To me, those statistics actually showed how poorly history has been taught in Britain.
Regardless of British wishes, the once-subject nations are no longer supplicants. Prime minister Theresa May was in for a rude shock in November 2016 when she raised the topic of a free-trade agreement with her Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi. Instead of agreeing enthusiastically, as a maharajah in the 19th century would at Queen Victoria’s durbar
, Modi wanted something in return. He wanted more visas for Indian students and easier migration. May could not agree: reducing immigration was one of the prime drivers for those who voted to leave, and no British politician could go back to her voters saying that instead of Poles, Italians and Bulgarians, Britain would now welcome Pakistanis, Indians and Bangladeshis. Modi said fine – and there was no deal. […]  
One of the major legacies of the British empire is a body of laws that curb civil liberties. Many Commonwealth countries have identical sections of the penal code
, drawn from the Indian Penal Code of 1860. These laws prevent public assembly, restrict free speech, have provisions to try people under sedition charges, and cover sexual morality – in particular, in outlawing sex “against the order of nature”, which implies homosexuality […]. Even as the “mature” democracies in the Commonwealth – Britain, Australia, New Zealand and Canada – seek to make the laws and practices in the Commonwealth more “humane”, they face resistance from Asian, African and Caribbean member-states that want to assert their sovereignty, even as they perpetuate colonial-era laws.

Many of those laws helped the new nations establish control and order, and curb dissent. They’ve outlived their utility, but they persist. These laws enable the states to restrict political opposition and stop “deviant” behaviour. As with the colonial era, it is rule by law, not necessarily the rule of law; it keeps people divided into neat boxes, preventing alternatives from emerging. Such methods enabled colonial powers to establish control in the past, but participative democracies need new laws.

The Commonwealth can atone for
 the empire’s brutal past by supporting activists, human rights defenders, and non-governmental organisations in the former colonies. Those civil society groups engaged with human rights, sustainability and education are the latter-day equivalents of Gandhi and Nehru, seeking freedoms from their own governments which have adopted colonial-era powers, and act like the former masters.

This won’t be easy. The countries that make up the Commonwealth do not necessarily share interests – they do share a language, but it is not the only language they speak. Some have twisted the fine traditions of English law into forms scarcely recognisable if placed next to the original. Strengthening the civil society in Commonwealth countries is one necessary step. The other is to educate a new generation of Britons about the past to prepare them to become better global citizens when they meet people whose nations were once part of the empire.
Salil Tripathi is a journalist, human rights campaigner and chair of the Writers in Prison Committee of PEN International.
Notes 
1. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was inspired by the success of the European Economic Community (1957–93) in eliminating tariffs in order to stimulate trade among its members. Proponents argued that establishing a free-trade area in North America would bring prosperity through increased trade and production, resulting in the creation of millions of well-paying jobs in all participating countries.
A Canadian-U.S. free-trade agreement was concluded in 1988, and NAFTA basically extended that agreement’s provisions to Mexico. NAFTA was negotiated by the administrations of U.S. Pres. George H.W. Bush, Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, and Mexican Pres. Carlos Salinas de Gortari. Preliminary agreement on the pact was reached in August 1992, and it was signed by the three leaders on December 17. NAFTA was ratified by the three countries’ national legislatures in 1993 and went into effect on January 1, 1994.
2. The East India Company East India Company, also called English East India Company, was an English company formed for the exploitation of trade with East and Southeast Asia and India, incorporated by royal charter on December 31, 1600. Starting as a monopolistic trading body, the company became involved in politics and acted as an agent of British imperialism in India from the early 18th century to the mid-19th century. In addition, the activities of the company in China in the 19th century served as a catalyst for the expansion of British influence there.

COMPREHENSION ASSIGNMENTS
A. Find the words/phrases in the text, scrutinise the contexts they appear in, and choose the closest Russian equivalent.

1. misery (para 1): a) страдания, невзгоды; в) нищета, бедность; с) неприкаянность
2. misguided assumption (para 3): a) сбивающее с толку высокомерие; в) необоснованная самонадеянность; с) ошибочное предположение
3. to navigate (para 4): a) ориентироваться; в) разбираться; с) «проталкивать»

4. to resurrect (para 5): а) воскрешать, в) возрождать; с) выкопать

5. seamlessly (para 7): а) органично; в) бесперебойно; с) легко, без проблем

6. supplicant (para 10): а) соискатель учёной степени; в) проситель; с) молящийся
7. to be in for (para 10): a) получать наказание; в) быть в составе участников; с) ожидать (чего-то нехорошего)

8. latter-day (para 13): a) современный; в) новоявленный; с) новейший
B. Explain in your own words how you understand the ideas expressed in the following sentences/clauses.
1. Like a divorcee on the rebound, Britain is now desperately seeking to woo its old flame, the Commonwealth … (para 4)
2. India … wishes to be seen as a major power at the head table … (para 4)
3. Britannia ruled the waves – and waived the rules when it wanted. (para 8)
4. The East India Company is mistakenly called a free-trade pioneer; it was more like a buccaneer … (para 8)
5. … the colonies were better off for being colonized … (para 9)
6. … reducing immigration was one of the prime drivers for those who voted to leave … (para 10)
7. They (the laws) have outlived their utility. (para 12)
8. … it is rule by law, not necessarily the rule of law … (para 12)
C. Answer the questions on the text.
1. What did the outcome of the 2016 EU Referendum signify?

2. What do these results mean for British policies and policymakers? 
3. What countries did some politicians see as would-be new trade partners?

4. Why does Salil Tripathy find hopes to revive relations between the UK and the Commonwealth countries over-optimistic?
5. What political, economic and psychological factors should politicians in the UK take into account?
6. What facts does Tripathy give to support the points he makes?
7. What is the legal legacy of the British Empire, according to the text?

8. What, in the author’s opinion, should the UK do to improve its relations with the Commonwealth nations?
D. Identify the subject matter and the message of the article. Give a summary of the main points.

Speak Up

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does the style and tone of the article differ from those of the text in Reading 2?

2. Is the viewpoint expressed in this article similar in any way to that in the previous one?

3. Do you find the article by Tripathy persuasive? If so, what contributes to the persuasiveness?
4. If you are not convinced, which of the arguments are, in your opinion, unsubstantiated?
Follow-Up

Conduct mini-research and make a three-minute statement on
a) the quality of democracy in any member-state of the Commonwealth;
b) the geopolitical or regional role of a Commonwealth nation (Canada, India, Australia, etc.);
c) bilateral relations within the Commonwealth.
Make sure your statement contains a claim and relevant arguments supported by examples. Use Active Vocabulary.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 3

Ex. 11. a) find words in the text to match the definitions below; reproduce the contexts they are used in;

b) give their synonyms;
c) make lists of words with the same roots;
c) suggest Russian equivalents for the words from the text and their derivatives.
1. in a way that gives a string, clear message (para 2) 
2. a thing that is accepted as true or as certain to happen, without proof (para 3)
3. to put someone or something into a situation in which there is a danger of loss, harm, or failure (para 4)
4. to let someone have anything they want (para 5) 
5. an idea or theory on which a statement or action is based formal (para 5)  
6. a persistent, often melancholy desire (para 7) 
7. to force someone or something to experience something unpleasant (para 7) 
8. existing as a basic or natural part of something (para 8) 
9. to choose to officially ignore (para 8) 
10. to control or limit something (para 11) 
11. language or behaviour that is intended to persuade other people to oppose their government formal (para 11) 
12. to do something to show that you have power (para 12) 
Ex. 12. Continue the strings of collocations; translate the collocations into Russian. Make up a sentence with one collocation from each string.

1. to make, _______________, ________________, _________________ an assumption
2. a reasonable, _______________, _________________, ________________ assumption

3. inherent ability, __________________, __________________, __________________
4. to foment, ____________________, ___________________, _________________ sedition
5. to assert sovereignty, __________________, _________________, __________________
6. to inflict damage, ____________________, ___________________, _________________
7. to inflict deliberately, ___________________, __________________, _________________
8. an eloquent speech, ____________________, __________________, _________________
9. to speak, __________________, ___________________, _________________ eloquently

10. to curb consumption, __________________, ___________________, _________________
11. to jeopardise negotiations, _________________, __________________, _______________
12. to waive a rule, ___________________, ___________________, __________________ 
13. a basic, ____________________, ____________________, __________________ premise
14. a deep, ___________________, ____________________, ___________________ yearning
15. a surprising, __________________, __________________, ________________ indulgence 
Ex. 13. Replace the words in bold with the words from Ex.11 or their derivatives to make the sentences sound more natural. More than one word can be suitable for some gaps.

1. The Buddhist monk was repeatedly imprisoned and tortured by the colonial government for "inciting insurgence".

2. A panel may decide, for cause, to disregard any of the rules of procedure.
3. The failure of the government to act quickly has endangered the future of institutions that are part of British national life.

4. Whatever happens next, Brexit has caused unprecedented damage on the UK’s financial services industry – which makes up about 6.5% of Britain’s GDP.

5. But it's important for us to understand that when we make important financial decisions based on a false supposition, it can lead to scary results.

6. The people of Gibraltar maintained their right to self-determination enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations for the benefit of all colonial peoples.
7. During the Brexit negotiations, British officials humoured the prime minister too much in trying to find a “middle way”. 
8. The Committee recommends that the provisions of the treaty may be suitably re-drafted to remove the innate contradictions, if any.
9. Barack Obama awakened an enormous craving for change that ran deep beneath decades of disaffection with the political establishment. 
10. Some 42 popular votes on restricting immigration have been held in Switzerland over the years; the next one is scheduled for September 27.
11. In the realms of cultural, diplomatic, linguistic or economic policies, the French have long and articulately insisted on their nation's "exceptionalism."
12. These measures violate the fundamental postulate of democracy that the military is subordinate to the civilian power.
Ex. 14. Fill in the gaps with the words from Ex. 11 or their derivatives in suitable forms. Add prepositions if necessary.

1. The reign of George V began amid a constitutional crisis over the government's attempt ___________________ the power of the House of Lords. 
2. The underlying _________________ of the global market ideology is that every country will earn most of its income from exports.
3. The Irish 'No' in a referendum held in June 2008 put a new EU treaty in ________________, since it could not come into effect until all the member states had ratified it. 
4. In the 1997 movie "Men in Black" K convinces J that secrecy and privileged information is crucial for intelligent action. The ________________ for this claim is that human beings as individuals act more rationally than humans as a mass movement.

5. Intelligent democratic action is possible, but the prerequisite is an informed electorate. This was ________________ advocated by John F. Kennedy in his first year as president.
6. Xi Jinping (/ʃiː dʒɪnˈpɪŋ/ has always championed a more _________________ foreign policy, particularly with regard to China–Japan relations, China's claims in the South China Sea, and its role as a leading advocate of free trade and globalization.
7. The acting Secretary of Homeland Security used his power to _______________ laws in order to build the border wall in the Rio Grande Valley.

8. It was obvious that the economic troubles were being deliberately ________________ by the G.O.P. in a last-ditch attempt to defend the privileges of the one percent.
9. Observers in Congress believe that ______________ distrust of government and privacy concerns are slowing the introduction of firefighting drones.
10. In 2017, 15 Muslim men were arrested in Burhanpur, Madhya Pradesh, on _____________ charges by the police. They were alleged to have cheered for Pakistan in a Champions Trophy match. 
11. The president, according to his supporters, has no need to do public theater and is under no obligation ________________ Congress.

12. Society _________________ bold and enthusiastic women and men to provide the necessary leadership that will be required for the next leap forward.
INTEGRATING CORE SKILLS

PROJECT WORK
BREXIT: GEOPOLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

Overview

In this project work you form a team and narrow down the research topic (e.g. UK – US relations after Brexit). Teams are expected to investigate their chosen problem and, based on analysis, make conclusions about the geopolitical consequences of Brexit, or suggest a most probable scenario. Each team must present their work as a 15- minute Power Point Presentation. The team is also expected to present interim progress reports in Google Docs or by email. The project must demonstrate the team’s ability to identify reliable sources of information, collect and analyse relevant data, and draw conclusions. Each team will receive an overall mark. Late submissions at each stage will be penalized.
Details

Stage 1. Preparatory (one week)
· Divide into teams of two-three students. In each team choose a leader to coordinate the work.
· Formulate a hypothesis or research question.
· Think of a working title for the project.

· Make a preliminary outline or a list of issues to look into.

· Distribute the research tasks among the team members.

· Submit the outline, indicating each student’s responsibility, in Google Docs, by email, or in hard copy (discuss with your professor in advance).  
Stage 2. Individual work (two weeks)
· Find reliable sources of information.
· Investigate the issue (aspect of the problem) you were assigned.

· Make a list of the main points you can make as a result of your research and a list of the sources you used (references).

· Submit the lists in the form agreed on with your professor.

Stage 3. Teamwork (ten days)

· Pool your findings.
· Articulate your conclusions.

· Decide how to better organise the material you have collected to make a coherent presentation and avoid repetition.
· Discuss what information (facts, statistics, etc.) is excessive and should be left out.
· Prepare a PPP.

Stage 4. Classwork

Present the results of your research as a team.

DEBATE
Prepare and hold a debate on a chosen topic.

Team work 

Decide on a relevant topic, on the roles (the judge/facilitator, the ‘For’ team, the ‘Against’ team, the leader of each team). For guidelines see the Manual.
Decide what research you will have to do to win the debate.
Individual work

Do the research you have been assigned.

Revise the debate format (see the Manual).
Team work

Final preparation: Share the information you’ve gathered and the statements you’ve prepared for the debate.
Class work

Debate the issue in class.

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR REVISION

Ex. 15. Fill in the gaps with prepositions if necessary.
1. John Tyler became president … default when President Harrison died … office in 1841.
2. Rhode Island was one of the first communities … the world to advocate ​​​… religious freedom and political individualism.
3. The scale of the hunger and destruction inflicted … the country by its political and military leaders defies description.
4. Freedom of unionisation, social partnership and an organised way of dealing … the labour market issues are inherent … a democratic society.
5. The Marxist approach suggests that social stratification derives … struggles between different groups or “classes” … economic resources, which can … turn lead … control over a society.

6. An unequal treatment … men and women … the labour market is deeply entrenched … our culture.
7. After the U.S. and Mexico agreed to end their war in 1848, Mexico surrendered the territory … the United States.

8. Protests in Hong Kong, Sudan, Algeria, Lebanon, and elsewhere remind us that the universal yearning … equality, justice, and freedom … oppression can never be extinguished.

9. The strategy of this candidate’s supporters was based … the false assumption that voting choice is just a rational choice.

10. Millions of people in crisis look … the Security Council to preserve global stability and to protect them … harm. 
11. Congress's refusal to support reforms to strengthen the IMF was shockingly shortsighted. The reforms … question concern the IMF's system of "quotas".
12. Mark Drakeford (the first minister of Wales), who is an advocate … devolution but also a strong supporter … the union, said: “We have the best of both worlds — the strength of the United Kingdom and the capacity to make decisions for ourselves.”
Ex. 16. Fill in the gaps with suitable words.

Today, Britain is a very different country than it was in 1) _________ 1970s. It is more comfortable and much more tolerant 2) __________ different personal lifestyles, even as it is less tolerant 3) ________ extreme political views. 4) _________ all, it is vastly more prosperous. It is true that the 5) _________ of the current economic crisis are far-reaching and serious: many people who considered themselves comfortably 6) ______ have found that their 7) _______ of living is increasingly hard to sustain. The squeeze on living costs is 8) ________ felt by a large 9) ________ of the population. At the 10) _________ time, the disproportionate rewards being enjoyed by those at the very top are 11) _________ more visible and more pronounced than ever. This is a 12) _________ more unequal society than it was 40 years ago. Nonetheless, all this is happening from what is by any historic standards a very high base of material security.

There is extensive historical 13) ____________ that once they pass beyond a certain level of material prosperity democratic societies are very 14) __________ to experiment with alternative forms of government. The costs of the disruption are not 15) __________ any possible reward. 

Ex. 17. Сomplete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word(s) given. Do not change the word(s) given.
1. Immediately after the Indian government took office in 1971, it was faced with the Bangladesh crisis. (HAD)
Hardly _____________________________ it was faced with the Bangladesh crisis.
2. The British government proposed reforming strike laws intending to curb industrial action. (VIEW).
The British government proposed reforming strike laws with _________________________ industrial action.
3. The detainee was a civilian, but he was brought before a military court. (BEING)
Despite ___________________________, the detainee was brought before a military court.

4. Border security shouldn’t be jeopardized under any circumstances. (NO)
Under _______________________________________ be jeopardized.

5. However persistently we hear the call for more human unity, we first need to get our own individual act together. (MATTER)

No _______________________________ hear the call for more human unity, we first need to get our own individual act together.
6. It was a mistake not to devolve more power away from Whitehall and Westminster. (SHOULD)
More power _______________________________ away from Whitehall and Westminster.

7. Alfred Nobel’s interest in harmony among nations probably derived from the effects of the applications of his inventions in warfare. (MAY)
Alfred Nobel’s interest in harmony among nations _____________________ from the effects of the applications of his inventions in warfare.

8. He knew that Barrington would try for more information and wasn’t going to indulge him. (NO INTENTION)

He knew that Barrington would try for more information and had __________________ him.

9. Ms Fletcher doesn’t think her parents inflicted much emotional damage on her. (CAN’T)
Ms Fletcher’s parents __________________________ much emotional damage on her.
10. I would prefer the city council to focus their efforts on more pressing matters. (RATHER)

I would _____________________________ their efforts on more pressing matters.
1. Ex. 18. Translate into English using Active Vocabulary.
2. Большинство англичан считают Англию отдельной географической и экономической единицей; они полагают, что передача полномочий из центра на региональный уровень не была доведена до логического конца и выступают за создание английского парламента.
3. Непрекращающиеся споры между лидерами оппозиции препятствуют выработке согласованной стратегии. 
4. Уругвай потребовал экстрадиции из Бразилии отставного полковника Кордеро (Cordero), который во времена диктатуры открыто оправдывал применение пыток к противникам режима.
5. Жестокость британского правления способствовала росту негодования среди местного населения, что заканчивалось массовыми восстаниями.
6. Важнейшие задачи Содружества наций в наше время, вероятно, следующие: защищать и продвигать интересы стран участниц на региональном и глобальном уровнях и отстаивать права человека.  За нарушение прав человека членство в Содружестве может быть приостановлено.
7. Необходимость существенного реформирования правовой сферы является следствием изначально присущих ей недостатков, которые на данном этапе ставят под угрозу стабильное развитие общества.

8. Недальновидная внутренняя политика правительства основана на сомнительном предположении, что репрессии способствуют порядку. За последний месяц правоохранительные органы, потакая властям предержащим (the powers that be), арестовали нескольких представителей оппозиционных партий по обвинению в антиправительственной агитации. Такой подход к взаимодействию с гражданским обществом, отстаивающим свои права, наносит непоправимый ущерб международной репутации государства.
� Niall Campbell Ferguson (� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English" \o "Help:IPA/English" �/ˈniːl/�) is a historian and Senior Fellow at the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoover_Institution" \o "Hoover Institution" �Hoover Institution� at � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_University" \o "Stanford University" �Stanford University�.


� Flotsam and jetsam - rubbish floating in the water after a � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionarycentral.com/definition/ship.html" �ship� has been wrecked and rubbish washed on to the land


� To dwindle - diminish gradually in size, amount, or strength


� Discernible - � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=able" \o "able" �able� � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=to" \o "to" �to� � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=be" \o "be" �be� � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=seen" \o "seen" �seen�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=noticed" \o "noticed" �noticed�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=or" \o "or" �or� � HYPERLINK "http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=understood" \o "understood" �understood�


� Unblemished – without any faults or mistakes to spoil your reputation or record


� Indigenous - originating in and characteristic of a particular region or country; native


� To relinquish – to give up, abandon, surrender


� To wane – to decrease gradually in size, decline, approach an end


� Indentured - наемный


� Prone – having a tendency, inclined


� Nature vs nurture debate - the phrase "nature and nurture" in its modern sense was coined by the English Victorian polymath � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Galton" \o "Francis Galton" �Francis Galton� in discussion of the influence of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heredity" \o "Heredity" �heredity� (nature) and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environment_(biophysical)" \o "Environment (biophysical)" �environment� (nurture) on social advancement


� Benign – favourable, beneficial


� Richard Gott is a British journalist and historian


� Sorely – very much


� Booty – something gained or won, especially as a result of war


� Conceivably - possibly


� Preordained - � HYPERLINK "https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/certain" \o "certain" �certain� to happen in the � HYPERLINK "https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/future" \o "future" �future� because � HYPERLINK "https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/god" \o "god" �God� or � HYPERLINK "https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/fate" \o "fate" �fate� has decided it


� A fault-line is a boundary between incompatible or irreconcilable beliefs, cultures, or the like.


� Entrée - formal freedom of entry or access 


� Evocation – воскрешение в памяти, воспоминание о чем-либо


� Durbar - a public reception held by an Indian prince or a British governor or viceroy in India


� The � HYPERLINK "https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/penal" \o "Definition of penal" �penal� � HYPERLINK "https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/code" \o "Definition of code" �code� of a � HYPERLINK "https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/country" \o "Definition of country" �country� consists of all the laws that are related to crime and punishment.


� To atone for – to compensate for
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